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Board of Directors
aufm Basile Mr. Steve Marquardt _
Chairperson U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Fax:312-886-5824
Andres Shields

Youth Chairperson

Dear Mr. Marquardt;

Oris Cunningham )
lV"“ C;mif Thank you for the cpportunity to seview this project. The Southwest Youth Collaborative
represents African-Americans, Arab-Americans, and Latinos on the Greater Southwest Side of
Sherry Brown Chicago. The Collaborative serves youth and families living in the geographic area from
Youth Fice Chair Englewood to Greater Lawn. Since 1992, we have offered a wide ;mgimp;?mg
i ng i job training, family empowerment, and cu versity.
Mary Vaughan including job development, j g
Treasurer - it is very difficult to bring jobs into economically-
In our experience, we have learned that it is very . jol
Edward Hernandez distressed communities. New development will locate in communities such as Englewood or

Youth Treasurer

Charity Tolliver
Youth Secretary

st Abu-}_‘lu_rmm

En od only if there are sufficient benefits to be received through an incentive program
Xr;s:ted gs;:e:c‘:inﬁc,ally Zt these areas. Without new development, these communities will continue
1o be burdened with growing poverty, social problems, urban blight, and contaminated
brownfields.

We are very concerned about the direction of the proposed Chicago XL project. According to

J“i-“mg- roposal, the EPA believes that this project should be directed towards areas which need
D;ovh‘ft Gaynor mmuza:itn, redevelopment, creation of jobs, and other factorf". .Hoyever, we see nothing in
Alex Gallegos this proposal to indicato that areas which are most in need of revitalization and redevelopment
Bk Gomez will receive any benefit from this project. To the contrary, it appears ghat the benefits from this
mﬁ'&“&'&m project will be given to other parts of the metropolitan area. Under this proposal, why would an
Mario Magdaleno industry locate in West Englewood when it receives the same benefits by locating anywhere else
Dave Montes in the metropolitan area as long s i is near a bus stop or rail Line? It s dizingenuous o tate
3?5'«?" %'ylll: that new development will locate i an area desigpated as/or eligible to be an Empowerment
John Telki Zone, Enterprisc Community, or New Market Act area if the indusiry gets the same reward by
Yolands imwmm locating elsewhere. That is why these economic incentive programs wers established in the first
D'?in“;n an::‘yo place, to attract development fo targeted areas. This XL project would steer development away
from the areas most in aced of revitalization, such as Buglewood and West Englewoad, and send
Canl it to wealthier areas near transit stops.
Executive Director . . . . distressod areas
The proposal also does not carry any penalties for industries which relocate from distr
Sooct Asscss to degiggzted “development arcas” located near suburban transit stops. There isnothiogto
v prevent an industry from leaving the inner city to locate near a suburban transit stop. In fact, this
fesouree Development industry would be rewarded by the project for leaving the inver city,
Lynda Lucasick . .
Fi i i isenfranchised communities might find jobs in industries
m::m' id " ek that some Fesidonts o 1 ublic txanspoe ration. Howweert!ﬁs hlfl two drawbacks.
Jeremy which locate elsewhere but are near pub n. ) O e ot
Youth Organizer First, it would not in any way help eradicate the urban blight and brownficlds in the
distressed areas. New developmeat which lqoates within these communitics will clean up
onaitma Pock - - ; s very i t and not addressed in the proposal. Second,
Geoffrey Banks brownfields and blight. This factor i3 very imporian i o longer
Community Justice long commute times on public transportation keep parents away from their famili
Heetor Rico '
Latino Outreach
Gillian Young-Miller

Youth Empowerment
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periods of time. As indicated earlier, there is 00 incentive for industries to locate anywhere near
distressed areas. This can contribute to greater social problems in the family and community.
Economic redsvelopment is a critical element in repairing the economic and social fabric of the
most distressed communities. Without targeted redsvelopment of communities such as
Englewood and West Englewood, our organization, and others, will be forced to continue
scratching for job development while putting & band aid on the social problems resulting from
economic disenfranchisemeat.

On the other haad, we must be careful that the new development will not place an unduse
environmental burden on the most distressed areas. For this reason, thers must bo sufficient
public contro! over what type of industry locates within the community. There should also be
some guaraatae that residents will receive some of the jobs in the new development. However, it
is difficult to dotermine whether this proposal provides sufficient communityoontrolomnew
development. If public input is sa important consideration in this project, why is the public
comment pericd only open for 14 days? .

In closing, we a program which brings economic development and cleans the

environn?'ent inwa?fazdwhg: need revitalization, redevelopmeant, and job creation. We apparently
bave a different definition of which areas should receive priority treatment. We support ,
communities such as West Englewood, while the proposal gives equal, and thus preferential 1
treatment, to other areas which simaply meet the criterion of being located near a transit stop and
could use new development. We do not believe that arsas which are located near transit stops
should receive the same benefits from a program as economically distressed areas. We do not
believe that the entire city of Chicago should be designated a development area, which would
happen if the bus stop criterion is kept in the proposal.

Thank you,_

Cammille Qdeh
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